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Standing Room Only Audience Voices Disapproval of Holy Cross Secularization

Concerned Catholic Alumni See Return To Core Catholic Education 

As Important To Restore Catholic Identity of College 

WORCESTER, MA – June 11, 2002 – At the first public meeting of the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society at The College of Holy Cross on Friday, June 7, 2002, a standing room only audience of 150 concerned alumni confirmed their disapproval with increased college secularization and straying from the teaching of a core Catholic curriculum to students.

The alumni, who came from all parts of the globe, were attending a college reunion weekend being held for the 1972, 1967, 1962, 1957, 1952 and previous classes.

Four seminar speakers, including Dr. Michael Pakaluk, Professor of Philosophy at Clark University in Worcester, MA, Dr. David Gregory, Professor of Law, St. John’s University Law School, New York, New York, Victor J. Melfa, CEO, The Training Associates and President, Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society, and Mathew Smith, Holy Cross Graduate, 2002, addressed issues at Holy Cross concerning its Catholicity and the major identity challenges it was facing.

Mr. Melfa reviewed the events that led to the formation of the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society, its progress to date and its new website created to provide detailed information on Holy Cross problems including documents, letters and a bulletin board. “We believe the seminar articulated the views of many concerned Catholic Alumni of Holy Cross College,” said Melfa.  “At the seminar,” Melfa continued, “we heard from many alumni attending the reunion and we clearly struck a responsive cord with our messages. I am pleased to say that at the reunion dinner and throughout the weekend  I was personally thanked by many Alumni for starting the Society and bringing the issues to the surface.”   
Professor Pakaluk summarized his position “by saying that I consider Clark University a more Catholic institution than Holy Cross” because of the composition of its faculty, a clearer representation of what it is to be a Catholic, easier access to liturgically correct Masses, and more academic freedom for orthodox Catholics. 

Professor Gregory reviewed strategies on implementing the Vatican’s Ex Corde Ecclesiae that provides guidelines and mandates for Catholic Colleges many of whom are continuing to resist it. 
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Matt Smith, a recent Holy Cross graduate, related some examples of problems he encountered including weekends of binge drinking “plus”, distribution of condoms on Vagina Day and other issues conflicting with core Catholic teaching.  

Professor David O’Brien, Director of the Center for Religion, Ethics and Culture, and Father William Reiser S.J., Religious Studies Department, from Holy Cross College, were in the audience and provided their view of the issue from the college’s perspective.

About The Holy Cross Chapter of the National Cardinal Newman Society

The Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society was formed on May 14, 2002 by Victor J. Melfa, Class of 1957, with assistance and support from many Holy Cross Alumni. Despite the absence of publicity by Holy Cross College and its Class Reunion Newsletters, the National Catholic News Service and several regional Catholic and commercial daily newspapers picked up the initial announcement, its issues and the Seminar.  Additional seminars, a newsletter, and ongoing communications are expected to highlight future activities of the Society. 
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Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society Seminar Speakers List:         

· Michael Pakaluk, Professor of Philosophy, Clark University, B.A., Harvard College; M.Lit., University of Edinburgh; Ph.D., Harvard University 

· David L. Gregory, Professor of Law, St. John’s University School of Law, B.A.. Catholic University; M.B.A., Wayne State University; J.D., University of Detroit; LL.M.; J.S.D., Yale University Law School

· Victor J. Melfa, President, Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society, and President & CEO, The Training Associates Corporation, B.S., Physics, Holy Cross 1957; M.A., Physics, Columbia University; M.B.A., Northeastern University

· Matthew Smith, Holy Cross Graduate B.A. Philosophy 2002, Summer Law Intern  
Detail biographies on these speakers may be found at: http://www.holycrosscardinalnewmansociety.org/bios.htm
More information on the Holy Cross Cardinal Newman Society and this subject can be found at: http://www.holycrosscardinalnewmansociety.org/.

Audiotapes of the seminar will be made available to all interested parties. 

