Letter to Editor asking students: "Is Holy Cross Catholic enough?"  - HC CRUSADER - 4/11/03

To the Editors:

I'm a fifty year Holy Cross alumnus, the one who had the privilege of being America's first M.D. to fly in space; I'm still at work in the field of space medicine. I was on the staff of the Crusader's predecessor, the Tomahawk, in 1950-52. I cared a lot about the Cross then, and I still do.
I've exchanged some recent correspondence with Father McFarland about the faith and the college. He's exasperated with me about having to go over this ground again with every disgruntled alumnus. Am I out to lunch?

My belief is that a Catholic college, to deserve the capital C, should not only teach the faith at a high level to its students but arm them for life as Catholics by taking a Catholic stance in public controversies on religious issues, such as abortion, separation of church and state, and recent Catholic abuses and compromises within the clergy. The external signals that such a college sends should permit a diagnosis of its Catholic tendencies. I don't believe Holy Cross is doing this. The signals it is sending read eastern liberal establishment instead.

My further belief is that in America there is a growing movement to silence the public expression of religion and establish atheism as the official attitude of government. That's why it's so important for Holy Cross to exercise leadership.

But what do I know about the college today? What do Holy Cross students think?

I'd consider it a distinct honor if you would publish all or the essence of my letter, asking your student readers to email me (medinaut@earthlink.net) their views on the question "Is Holy Cross Catholic enough?" I'll report the results fairly and with good grammar. This could help me and other geezers wondering whether to shut up and donate or take some other action. It would be excellent to have some feedback by reunion week in June. Thanks, and keep the faith!

Joe Kerwin
Class of 1953

