Published with Permission from Catholic World News
	Catholic College Clashes with Prominent Alumni 

Worcester, Apr. 28 (CWNews.com) - A Catholic college in Massachusetts has become embroiled in a public dispute with one of its most distinguished alumni over the choice of a commencement speaker. 

Holy Cross College, a Jesuit institution in Worcester, has come under fire from alumni groups for inviting political commentator Chris Matthews, a supporter of legal abortion, to give this year's commencement address. Now a former chairman of the school's board of trustees has joined in that criticism, prompting a stinging rebuke from the school's president. 

Charles Millard, who graduated from Holy Cross in 1954, was a member of the school's board of trustees for 22 years, serving as chairman from 1977 to 1982. He was awarded an honorary doctorate in 1999, in recognition of his years of work and support for Holy Cross. And ironically, Millard is slated to receive another award, from alumni service, at this year's commencement exercises. 

However, Millard has joined with the energetic Holy Cross chapter of the Cardinal Newman Society in protesting the choice of Chris Matthews as this year's commencement speaker. In a paid advertisement that appeared in the Worcester Catholic diocesan newspaper, the Catholic Free Press, Millard criticized the decision to honor a pro-abortion speaker. And in messages posted on the Cardinal Newman Society chapter web site, Millard said that the honor for Matthews would be "a stark repudiation of the right to life." 

Father Michael McFarland, SJ, the president of Holy Cross, responded to the criticism by saying that Matthews' support for legal abortion is "allowable in Catholic thought"-- a position that is clearly incompatible with the teachings of Pope John Paul II and the Catholic Church. Father McFarland lashed out at alumni protesters, saying that they have "no authority whatsoever to dictate what is 'Catholic.'" 

And in a direct slap at the most visible alumnus involved in the protest, Father McFarland added that when the school honors an individual, "if we checked their conformity with every point in Catholic teaching, we would have no honorees-- including Charlie Millard." 
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Posted by:
Ambroggio
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Today 
11:12 AM EST 
What can we do to make our universities Catholic again??? 

Posted by:
Crusader
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Apr. 29, 2003 
7:32 PM EST 
YOU CAN GET MORE INFORMATION ON THIS AT: www.HolyCrossCardinalNewmanSociety.org or www.HCCNS.org dedicated to gathering and disseminating information about its Catholicity. Site is great resource. 

OR GO DIRECTLY TO THE SECTION AT: www.holycrosscardinalnewmansociety.org/Docs.htm#crusader 

Millard's 4 UNANSWERED letters to the Trustees with attachments are included along with his first Press Release chastizing Holy Cross. Also, included are letters and articles and ads on this matter. 

Posted by:
Retreat Recruitment Leader
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Apr. 29, 2003 
12:45 PM EST 
Rev. Michael McFarland is a dissapointment to the Catholic Faithful and his comments, misleads the foundations of our traditional beliefs which are established by Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II. When we appease the popular majority confusion are the results, and our Catholic Beliefs are jeopardised. May the Lord, sustain Our Holy Father amidst some of his misguided Priesthood and grant them True Wisdom that challenges the conscience of those who lead and follow, in truth the Catholic Faith. 

Posted by:
principle not pragmatism
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Apr. 29, 2003 
12:22 PM EST 
My response is a day late. Just as well, as it is the feast day of St. Catherine Doctor of the Church. Wasn't she the one who told the Pope what was "Catholic". If Fr. McFarland lived in the time of St. Thomas Moore he would have been sentenced to death for heresy! 

Posted by:
Athanasius
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Apr. 29, 2003 
11:41 AM EST 
There is a good side to Fr. McFarland's insufferable arrogance which my wife and I (the parents of three recent grads) experienced personally when we objected to his obsessive promotion of "The Vagina Monologues" last year. It seems a few alumni are brushing away the cobwebs and are beginning to awaken to changes that began many years ago when the lavender mafia became the ruling majority in the order.Our confrontation convinced us that his conduct was far from "unwitting". UP WITH MILLARD!!! 

Posted by:
kmd
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Apr. 29, 2003 
8:06 AM EST 
The old joke is told about Hans Kung : When asked why Kung refused the nomination to the Papacy he answered, "Then I wouldn't be infallible any more." I can laugh at the joke about Kung; but when I hear of this McFarland telling his alumni that THEY have no authority to dictate what is Catholic, the anger inside me boils as I realize that McFarland would feel compelled to reject a Papal nomination himself. It may be unchristian of me to ask, but do Jesuits really belong to the Catholic Church? 

Posted by:
The OX
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Apr. 29, 2003 
7:37 AM EST 
WOW! Just learned that Chris Mathews applied for the Press Secretary job with Clinton. With Kennedy, Kerry, Neal, McGovern, Meehan, Markey, Capuano, Lynch, and Delahunt (all Catholic) Fr. McFarland must feel that Mathews would be politically correct at HC commencement. I suggest that the 28 U.S. SJ schools offer a 101 course in Excommunication. I continue to better understand why VOTF got started in Boston. I put on the pads against HC in 55. Am ready to go again Charlie Millard. 

Posted by:
Freedom
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Apr. 29, 2003 
6:39 AM EST 
The arrogance of Fr. McFarland is not new in dealings with the Jesuits on matters of orthodoxy. They prize themselves on being "above the rest of men".....including the Pope. If this Order is not soon purified by a saintly reformer, it should be supprssed . It is galling to true believers in the authority of the Holy See to see so-called "Catholics" like Chris Matthews lauded and embraced by pro-abortion lobby and the "mainstrem" Jesuits all in one breath. Shame! 

Posted by:
Jonah
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Apr. 29, 2003 
12:45 AM EST 
Ralph Martin wrote a very insightful book in the 80s titled "A Crisis of Truth"; thanks to liberals like Fr. McFarland, the crisis still exists in the church today; I wonder how many "Fr. McFarlands" are in charge of Catholic institutions in the US; I'm afraid this man who is being unwittingly used by the "father of lies" is leading many astray. 

Posted by:
verax
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Apr. 29, 2003 
12:00 AM EST 
"Fire McFarland" ? NO ! Prepare a stake, and plenty of fagots ! Make an example for other Jesuits, who are ex-Christians. 

Posted by:
tskjr
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Apr. 28, 2003 
11:16 PM EST 
As a Holy Cross alum, I am disgusted that the College is continuing its slide away from orthodox Catholic doctrine in a vain attempt to become more "mainstream." I don't know Mr. Millard, personally, but I know he has worked many years for HC and is completely undeserving of the insulting comments made by Fr. McFarland. I think that Fr. was trying to defend Chris Matthews because Chris, too, is an alumnus and a well-known media persona - better known, at least, than Mr. Millard! Shame! 

Posted by:
Alexander
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Apr. 28, 2003 
11:16 PM EST 
The Jesuit president of the college is just wrong when he says that abortion is allowable to be upheld by a Catholic. It never has been an option for a Catholic. And the reference to defining what is "Catholic": that is one of the prerogatives of the Pope. There was a time when Jesuits took pride in being supporters of the papacy. But that seems to have been put aside by many Jesuits today. 

Posted by:
HKS
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Apr. 28, 2003 
10:54 PM EST 
How sad and disgusting that someone of Fr.(?) McFarland's public stature should be such an arrogant, un-Christian person, much less a Catholic and far much less a priest. Apparently he must leave faith and obedience outside the door of the university. May someone in authority please do something to remedy this.(Jesuits do have to follow orders, too!!) 

Posted by:
Seraphic Avenger
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Apr. 28, 2003 
9:46 PM EST 
From my many decades of watching the TV-evolution of the soul of Chris Matthews (& Kathleen, his wife, who's on Channel 7 in Wash, DC), I can say that he has wised-up considerably from his Tip O'Neill daze and does not support abortion on demand anywhere near as fervently or stridently as other Demo-Liberals. He's comin' around! He'll be with the rest of us within the next 5 years.... For McFarland: He'd best dust off the Scriptures and revisit the elements of BLASPHEMY of the Holy Spirit... 

Posted by:
Patrick
[image: image17.png]



Apr. 28, 2003 
9:33 PM EST 
Just wondering if anyone has publicly called Fr. MacFarland to task and pointed out that what he said was simply untrue. He is simply a liar or terribly negligent. 

Posted by:
Internet Padre
[image: image18.png]



Apr. 28, 2003 
9:26 PM EST 
Its probably about time for the Jesuits to be suppressed. The reform of the reform has obviously not taken root. Here in PA the board of the Jesuit St. Joe's University actually convened to consider revoking the invite to Sen. Santorum to speak at commencement because of the furor concerning his remarks on gays. When the board voted not to uphold the invite it was not on the grounds to defend a Catholic Senator upholding Catholic teaching, but rather for the sake of inclusivness. How nice. 

Posted by:
Jean
[image: image19.png]



Apr. 28, 2003 
9:08 PM EST 
It is time every concerned Catholic pray the Memorare, daily, for the conversion of misguided priests. Whom, more than Our Blessed Mother, knows the effects of such individual thinking? Is it self-aggrandizement that leads them astray? 

Ah, but what consolation that - in spite of the McFarlands, Our Beloved Savior will be with the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church to the end of time. 

Posted by:
Jim
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Apr. 28, 2003 
9:04 PM EST 
Loyola University of New Orleans, another Jesuit institution, invited Kim Gandy to speak (against the specific request of the archbishop) and also gave her a Distinguished Graduate Award. Gandy is very vocal in support of abortion "rights" as president of NOW. Perhaps the local bishop should declare these institutions to be no longer Catholic because they are scandalizing the flock. Is it any wonder that polls reflect that 40% of "Catholics" are prochoice? Pray for the bishops and priests! 

Posted by:
vinz021
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Apr. 28, 2003 
8:50 PM EST 
I pray for "Fr"McFarland's immortal soul,now that he has joined Frances Kissling of "Catholics for Free Choice".Both need to go to a re-education camp to start learning the fundamentals of the Faith. I have difficulty with his remarks about Charles Millard,who knows what the Catechism of the Church and the X Commandments are about."Fr"'s sagacity and perspicacity are in great question!!! May Christ have Mercy on their souls,plus Chris Matthews's,a real loud mouth on TV!! 

Posted by:
thefeds
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Apr. 28, 2003 
8:44 PM EST 
If I remember my history correctly, the Society of Jesus has been suppressed in the past. Perhaps it is time for history to repeat itself! 

Posted by:
mmbarto
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Apr. 28, 2003 
8:38 PM EST 
Apparently, Fr. McFarland has lost his mind and by taking the stance he's taking...he has 'no authority whatsoever to dictate what is 'Catholic'..!!! What's become of the Jesuits..! St. Ignatius has got to spinning in his grave..!! 

Posted by:
ted
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:59 PM EST 
I am responding to the line "Father McFarland lashed out at alumni protesters, saying that they have "no authority whatsoever to dictate what is 'Catholic.'" What we need to remember is that those critical of his heterodox techings are not so on their own authority, but on the authority of the magisterum of the church -- whose authority is granted, nay commanded by Christ. Heterodox Jesuits believe they are independent thinkers. Wouldn't they be horrified to learn whom they really obey. 

Posted by:
Bailey
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:32 PM EST 
If we left it up to Father McFarland's authority to dictate what is "Catholic," imagine the state of the Church! Hmmmm...........In many ways, we are already there. 

This is another nail in the coffin of the Jesuits. Truly, they must be reborn as an Order to survive. 

Posted by:
mrjh
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:28 PM EST 
Fr. McFarland should be fired. He appears to have no idea of what "scandalum" is. 

Posted by:
Bob
[image: image27.png]



Apr. 28, 2003 
7:27 PM EST 
In reference to the final comment, they could certainly do better than Chris Matthews without too much effort. The Masons are deliriously happy anytime a Catholic institution can contribute to the further division of the Catholic Church with decisions like this. 

Posted by:
ex-S.J. follower
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:20 PM EST 
I pray Fr. McFarland spends his Purgatory until the end of time surrounded by screaming babies being aborted! 

Posted by:
Missionary Mom
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:18 PM EST 
I am sure St. Ignatius is rolling around in his grave! What Catholic Church does Father McFarland belong to and how many married couples has he been counseling? I would love Father McFarland to show me in the Catechism of the Catholic Church where abortion is "allowable in Catholic thought". I will put him on my prayer list. 

Posted by:
MIFFY
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:14 PM EST 
There are times when the Jesuits push their liberalism too far and this is one. Holy Cross is a college I know well and love. Do you wonder that some parents hesitate at sending their impressionable young sons and daughters to catholic colleges? 

Posted by:
Ab
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Apr. 28, 2003 
7:02 PM EST 
Fr. McFarland is a disgrase to the Church and his religious community, Let he who is without sin throw the first stone, What Fr. Mc FArland has done is to throw stones are Charlei Millard, without cause and denies a basic truth about life and it's sacredness. Please resign, Fr. Mc FArland 

Posted by:
deacon
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Apr. 28, 2003 
6:53 PM EST 
I think it is time to define "Catholic" as used in the educational field, College, University or otherwise. When the President of a so-called "Catholic" college says that pro-abortion is "allowable" in Catholic thought, the Jesuit is speaking "Clintoneese". (By the way they educated Bill did they not, or was it is or something like that.) Cathoilics can think about abortion but they must logically conclude it is morally wrong. That would be Catholic moral thinking. 

Posted by:
30 year priest
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Apr. 28, 2003 
4:31 PM EST 
I don't think that bishops, religious superiors, and priests realize the harm they cause among the faithful when they indicate that something this outrageous is "compatible with Catholic thought." I was recently excoriated by an eighty-year-old because I defend the Church's absolute prohibition of abortion. The eighty-year-old told me I was wrong, and that she knew so because she had heard so from the mouth of another priest. Heaven, help us! 

Posted by:
Bink
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Apr. 28, 2003 
3:29 PM EST 
Heaven help those who are educated under such "liberal" tutors. Perhaps Father McFarland needs to go back to the Ten Commandments. 

Posted by:
Brad 
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Apr. 28, 2003 
3:29 PM EST 
It is downright frightening that a priest would imply that he himself might actually think it is ok to terminate a life which God has created. His defense of Mathews on his imperfections (we all have them) is one thing - his defense of Mathews' specific belief that abortion is ok is absolutely deplorable. These protestors are courageous individuals that are dictating nothing, yet are thriving on the Truth. Please pray for Fr. McFarland and Mr. Mathews. 

Posted by:
Father V
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Apr. 28, 2003 
3:18 PM EST 
The real crisis is where is the local bishop? Where is the Superior General of the Society of Jesus? Isn't this the same Holy Cross which sponsored the Vagina Monologues during Holy Week a year ago? The President of this Univeristy should not be allowed to get away with the falsehood that support for legal abortion is allowable in Catholic thought! The remarks of Fr.McFarland are an indication of the rot that has penetrated the Jesuits. 

Posted by:
Discipulus
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Apr. 28, 2003 
10:57 AM EST 
Fr. McFarland's position that support for legal abortion is "allowable in Catholic thought" demonstrates the current crisis in "Catholic" higher education. This provides the explanation when people question why new Catholic Colleges, such as Ave Maria University in Florida, are being built. God bless those who are protesting Chris Matthew's appearance. 

Add Your Own Comment
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