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Cathohaty of Holy Cross College
attacked; defended

1

By Tanya Cnnnor “
WORCESTER — There i3 no

meaningful sense in which Holy-
Cross College is Catholic, a -

Clark University professor toid
Holy Cross alumni Friday,
Michael Pakaluk, pmfcssorof

phjlosophy at Clark, spoke about . -
Holy Cross and Catholicity at a -
forum sponsored by the Holy
Cross Cardinal Newman Society

held on campus durmg alumru
weekend.

“Yau ‘simply cannot gﬂt a'

A

. good Catholic education at Holy -

+sion of its Catholicity and takes
that very seriously. He said he
(thinks some of - the specific
anacks are somewhat silly and

Cross,” such as smdies of
Thomas Aquinas, apolugetlcs or
Jesuit “luminaries,” Mr. Pakaluk :
said. At best, he indicated, stu-
dents leave with “warm fuzzies”
such as a prefmnnal opnon for

: ll‘m poorn.

with today’s church than some of
its attackers are, He said he thinks

McFarland. Holy. Cross presi- |
dent, who. was not at the forum, :
isaid Mz Pakatuk’s’ statements » |
‘ were- very broad and cannot be “He . said,

 church loyally and creatively. -

“His .. definition of

supported by facts. -, +Catholic is far too narrow and it’s
_Father }AcFarland sald that not mmnstmam v’
Concerned alumni formed the

smmm ., Newman Society May 14 as an
attempt to renew the college's

Catholic identity, according 1o

Vi Melfa, society president,

+ Class of 19457,

David O'Brien, directar of the

Center for Religion, Fthics and
Culture at Holy Cross, distrib-

uted & handout Friday in which

he said Holy Cross “insists that

exploration of *fundamental reli-

gious and philosophical ques-
Turn to FORUM Page 7
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Holy Cross encourages diseus-

 that the college is more in tne .

= But Jesuit Father Michael . C. - Holy Cross has a good record of
g,'raduates continning to serve the

'§ Of Mr. Pakaluk's statements"“

F.@1-82

Maﬁy pelopl'e Say the p'rcfer-“
ential option for the poor is fun-
damental to being a Catholic, he.

‘said, and noted that Holy Cross

has a course about Jesuits. The
caralog also lists a course ahout

- 5t. Thomas Aquinas,

Jesuit Father William E. Reis-
er, professor in the religious stud-
ies department at Holy Cross,

. who attended the forum, said it
‘was healthy - it gave people an
- opportunity to voice their con-
Ccems; Buthe said it would be bet-
ter to get other points of vieiw toa,
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tions™ is essential and acknowl-
- edges its **special responsibility’
to enable everyome here 10

" encounter the Catholic intellec-

© 7 No one there befieves the cur-:
- ticubum adequately expressas all

those committments, he sa&id, but
" he regretted that she felt humili-
. ated, but encouraged her 10

ual tradition’ and ‘participate n

* the life and work of the contem-

church™™ © 7

the faculty is reviewing the cur-
riculum, the president invited

people- to. consider how 10
strengthen philosophical and.

relipious grounds of liberal
learning 2nd the trustses estab-
lished the new Center.

. Speaker Matt Smith, ‘who-
7V graduated from Holy Cross this ™
. spring, ssid some religious .

view of ‘what it means 1 be

 smdies classes at Holy Cross

EFRTTEN

T -

.. responsibiiilg

teach things opposed 1o church

teaching, like Jesus having
brothers and sisters or Jesus
being coneeived by Mary being :

raped.

“Some smdens. who do ot -
have z good Catholic sducation
when they come o Holy Cross -

look for it there and are turned

hear things like this, he said. Mr.

Smith said Tater that another sm- .
dent to]d him about this class.

Father Reiser suggested that
probably in this case, as i SOme
pihers, a student misunderstood

“what was being said in the class, .
and Mr. Melfa said that that high-
lights the need for a cort CUTICH-

Tum.
The core ¢urmiculum older

alumni recall included a number
of religion and philosophy cours- -

e, whereas now there seems 10
be only one on Cathoheism even
offered, Mr. Pakiink indicated.
Father . Reisersaid. there is
more 19 CoUgeSAgan meets the
eve, anfl tharggmaents’ doctrinal
and spiritpal disesacy, 'is the

T, ...-"l‘.w'h(‘.ﬂﬂ col-
iege, not justidsrlifiious smdies
department.* , ‘

Mr. Pakalukwmd Holy Cross
does not even help students who
want to grow in faith, but attacks
fathfol Catholics. He cited as an
example a letter Father McFar-
land wrole to a freshman who
ohjected 1o the play “The Vagina

. indicated that Catholics as good
away from the church when they _
" " .ohjectionable-that it ‘should not
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Monologues” being performed
| T CAMpUS. _
The student wrote that the -

advertising stripped women of
the virme of modesty and the
play “reduces womanhood 10...a
variety of unnatural sexual ‘iden-

- tifiee,” and uncongollable, ani- -

mabstic sexual drive,” and as a

" Catholic she felt bétrayed by the

collzge’s endorsement of 1T,
Father McFartand wrote that

examine the play’s messages,
which he suggesied included

. gender-based power Telation-
. ships, an issue worth explodng at

a Jesuit college. He smd her dis-.
agreement with the play might be:

“right but the real guestion was,

whether shé could impose her’

. Catholic on others and that she

might be projecting her own feel-

-ings It her critcisms.

: TFather McFarland said Mz’

7 Pakahuk's- points were .4 COM-.
.plets ‘misrepresentation. He said

he ‘wrote that he respected and
agree with the student, but

as ghe is feltthe play was not so

be shown at & Catholic college.

‘i, M. Smith also raised con-
v cemns gbiout moral jssnes at Holy
~ Cross, saying students — mis-

guided or unguided — spend
weekends dunking and having
one-tight sexual encouniers.

. Such behavior cammot be
totally eliminated, but Holy'
Cross could do more to encour-
ape. students® integrity, he said.
He said certaon things are subtly -

promoted: the Women's Forum

handed out condoms and spon-

- gored. “The Vagina Monologues”

and some groups encouraged
pays 10 be open and proud and
erected a Gay Hall of Fame m
the campns center, ‘
But certsin Catholic smdent
groups have touble pgeting
recognition, he said, clarifying
afterwards that he only knew for
sure about one he belongs (o, the
Holy Cross chapter of the nation-
a) student group Comnpass, which
tries to educale srudents about
Catholic faith, renew Catholic
culture on campus and dialog
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with the administration. * - -

Tt wok Compass three years .

to get recognized on campus, he
said. He said the chaplains’ office
iold them it was becanse they
were no different from other

groups. But he seid the other

groups focused on social service,

not on teaching the faith:: e g
Jesuit Father Gerard McK: . .
. eon, asststant chaplain, s4d Holy.
Cross is not against Catholic.
. groups and that he worked exten-.
stvely with Compess and ran into .
4 difficulties. He saidhe satinona.
Ji catechism class in -which ithey -
* nsed materials from the national , |
group, and he felt he could biing -
more professionalism to It but. |

smdents did not Tespect him -
his knowledge. | - . : TR

Good things  like - sTudents”

joining or Temaining compmitied
to the Catholic Church and.-stm-

dents looking into vocations. —.- ]
e

one is entering the Jesuits
gomg op at Holy Cro

Kathy McNamara, _

i said the )
} anemptad to distribute condoms

in 2001 and that smdent affairs s
staff t61d them this was Inappro- -
prime a Holy Cross' and they

stoppei She said she ne:verﬁaw ,

a Giay Hall of Fame.. ... &
She said ABiGale, the Asso-
ciation of Bisexual, Gay and

Lesbian smdents, which Taises

issnes and holds events, and
Allies, a group of homosexuals
and heterosexuals who try to cre-
ate 3 mMOre SUppoThve enviton-
ment for gays and leshians, both
Tive within the Catholic Church’s
boundaries. ‘

In his handout Mr. D‘Bﬁen‘

said Holy Cross is proud of its
litargy, prayer, retreats and min-

istry bat that “there are prob- .
Jems here as elsewhere with .

religious literacy, familiarity
with and acceptance of Catholic
moral teaching, decline ~ of
sacramental practice, and Tesist-
anee to some of the tougher
demands of the church, to say
nothing of the Gospel.” He said
they need to think harder about
these challenges in collabora-
dan with othets in youth min-

sy,

Holy, |
Cross director of public affairs,
Women’s Form |
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